Urbanization of the rural areas has been an inseparable component of industrialization and urbanization of Poland, especially since the end of the Second World War. It chiefly involves transformations of professional structure of rural population and of its subsistence sources. This is particularly intensive in the suburban zones of large agglomerations, such as Warsaw zone of which the nucleus is Poland's capital.
In 1988 it turned out that only in one commune more than half of rural population earned their living from agriculture, and in every fourth one more than four-fifths was not employed in agriculture. The relatively least urbanized demographically are still the areas of western and southern parts of the suburban zone of Warsaw (Fig.2) . Undoubtedly, the highest indices were recorded in areas adjacent to the capital, and areas situated along transportation routes, chiefly railways (including those of local importance).
In the years 1950-1988, a steady increase of the percentage of rural population living on non-agricultural sources was taking place. It applies both to the average values for the entire suburban zone and to each of the existing villages apart (Fig.3) . On the average, this value increased over the area under study by 31.2 points. The particular indices of growth ranged between 9.3 and 54.5.
It should be mentioned that in one case the growth amounted only to 1.9 points. However, the administrative limits of this commune were considerably changed which could influence the value of the index. The index dropped also in some other communes in the period between the censuses. However, these drops have always been accompanied by changes of administrative limits, chiefly annexations of rural areas within the city limits. Professional urbanization of population of the rural suburban zone of Warsaw brings diverse effects. In the first place, it leads to a decreasing number of people employed in agriculture and to differentiation of the traditional rural structures. The latter phenomenon is taking place through the establishment of spatial links of diverse intensity and dynamics of change. In effect, it leads to obliteration of the basic differences in the lifestyles between the urban and rural areas.
